Loyalsock OM Rules for Tools

General Safety Rules

Work Area
· Keep your work area clean and well lit. Cluttered benches and dark areas invite accidents.
· Do not operate power tools in explosive atmospheres, such as in the presence of flammable liquids, gases or dust. Power tools create sparks, which may ignite the dust or fumes.
· Keep bystanders and visitors away while operating a tool. Distractions can cause you to loose control.
Electrical Safety
· Do not abuse the electrical cord. Never carry the tools by the cord. Keep the cord away from heat, sharp edges or moving parts. If you suspect that the cord is damaged show it to your coach. A damaged cord can cause a fire or electrocute you.

· If you are using a battery operated tool be sure to only the charger that is designated for that battery pack. Using the wrong charger could cause a fire.

· Do not operate an electrical tool in a damp or wet area.

Personal Safety
· Stay alert, watch what you are doing and use common sense when operating a power tool. A moment of inattention while operating a power tool may result in serious personal injury.

· Dress properly. Do not wear loose clothing or jewelry. Wear a protective hair covering to contain long hair. Keep your hair, clothing and gloves away from moving parts.

· Avoid accidental starting. Do not place your finger on the switch or trigger unless you mean it.

· Remove adjusting keys or wrenches before turning the tool on.

· Do not overreach. Keep proper footing and balance at all times. Proper footing and balance enables better control in unexpected situations.

· Use personal safety equipment. Always wear eye protection. Dust masks may also be appropriate in certain situations. If you think you need one, ask your coach. 

· Do not use a tool if its switch not does work. Unplugging and plugging a power tool is not an acceptable or safe way to operate a tool.

Rules for Specific Tools

Listed below are rules for the more common tools that are used in OM. Some tools that were purposely omitted due to their simplicity are the hammer, screwdriver, wrench, and the punch. Even though they were not listed you should still exercise common sense when using them and observe the General Safety Rules listed above. If there is a power tool that you are planning to use which is not listed below please check with your coach about any safety precautions that you should practice before you use the tool. If necessary we can also add the tool and the necessary safety precautions to this list.

Utility Knife
· Always place the piece that you are cutting on a flat surface.

· Make sure that there are no electrical cords near the area where you are cutting.

· Never pull the knife toward any part of your body (especially your other hand or a leg). To maintain the best control of the knife it should be pulled so that the direction is parallel to your body.

· Check the blade to make sure it is sharp. Change it if necessary.

Hot Glue Gun / Soldering Gun or Iron

· When you pull the trigger to heat the gun up make sure that the hot tip is not resting on or touching anything that can ignite.

· When you put the gun / iron down make sure that the hot tip is not touching anything else.

· Never touch the tip with your fingers when it is hot.

· Do not store the gun / iron unless it has completely cooled down.

Hand Saw
· Maintain a safe distance between any part of your body and the blade when you are sawing.

· Make sure that there is clearance at the end of the blade. If the blade jams against another object it will kick back.

· Do not use the saw if the blade is bent.

Drill

· If possible, use a clamp, vise or other practical means to hold your work piece securely. Do not hold the piece against any part of your body!

· Make sure that the drill is rotating in the right direction (clockwise) before you attempt to drill a hole.

· Do not force the drill. If the drill bit is dull or broken ask for a good one.

· If you must use a “key” to lock or unlock the drill bit make sure that you have removed the “key” from the “chuck” before you attempt to use the drill.

Sawzall
· Always unplug the tool before you change the blade.

· Check to be sure that you removed the wrench after you have installed the saw blade.

· When cutting do not force the tool. If the blade doesn’t appear to be cutting then check it and change it if necessary.

· Maintain a safe distance between any part of your body and the blade when you are operating the saw.

· Because the blade reciprocates (goes back and forth), make sure that there is clearance at the end of the blade. If the blade jams against another object it will become bent and it will kick back and you may loose control.

· Do not operate the saw with a bent blade.

Power Circular Saw/Power Miter Saw
· Make sure that the blade guards are in place and working properly.

· Maintain a safe distance between any part of your body and the blade when you are operating the saw. Make sure that the blade has come to a rest and the saw is unplugged before handling the blade.

· When cutting do not force the tool. If the blade doesn’t appear to be cutting then check it and change it if necessary. 

· Check to be sure that you have removed the wrench after you have installed the saw blade.

· This tool is meant to cut wood only. Do not attempt to cut metal or masonry. Inspect your work-piece for nails before starting to cut.

· Before cutting an item with a circular saw, set the blade depth to be ½ inch deeper than the thickness of the wood that you are cutting and lock it in place. Be sure that the saw is unplugged while you set the blade depth.

· Hold on to the saw with both hands so as to maintain control of the saw.

· Never start a saw while the blade is in contact with the work-piece.

· When cutting an item using a circular saw, make sure that the item it is securely resting on saw horses and that the blade will not strike the horses while you are cutting. The item to be cut should overhang one of the horses so that it will fall away after being cut. Do not cut an item between the horses, this will cause the saw to kickback and it could result in personal injury.

· If you observe sparks when you are cutting stop immediately. If is likely that you are hitting a nail or some other hard non-wood object. Locate the source of the problem and remove it before you proceed.

· Don’t remove the saw from the work during a cut while the saw is still moving.

Jig Saw
· Always unplug the tool before you change the blade.

· Check to be sure that you have removed the wrench after you have installed the saw blade.

· When cutting do not force the tool. If the blade doesn’t appear to be cutting then check it and change it if necessary.

· Maintain a safe distance between any part of your body and the blade when you are operating the saw.

· Because the blade reciprocates (goes up and down), make sure that there is clearance at the end of the blade. If the blade jams against another object it will become bent and it will kick back and you may loose control.

· Do not operate the saw with a bent blade.

Belt Sander
· Always unplug the tool before you change the belt.

· If possible, use a clamp, vise or other practical means to hold your work piece securely. Do not hold the piece against any part of your body!

· When sanding do not force the tool.

Heat Gun
· To avoid burns and personal injury, do not touch the hot nozzle and do not point the heat gun at skin, hair, eyes or other parts of the body.

· Do not point the heat gun at materials that can be damaged by heat such as plastic, paper, fabric or wood.

· Never block the air intake or the nozzle while operating the heat gun. This will cause the gun to overheat and damage will likely occur. 

· Let the heat gun cool off until it can be safely touched before storing it.
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